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Have you ever been mesmerized by the intricate geometric patterns adorning mosques, 
palaces, and other wonders of Islamic art and architecture? These mesmerizing designs 
are more to them that meets the eye; they hold a deeper meaning and represent the 
incredible skill of craftspeople from our past. 
The Heart of the Craft 
Imagine a world where buildings aren't just bricks and mortar, but expressions of hope 
and life. In Islamic traditions, the role of art and architecture is to elevate the human spirit 
and connect us to something greater. Just like grand temples and churches, mosques 
represent humanity's attempt to bridge the gap between the physical world and the 
spiritual realm. 
Unity in Diversity: Over centuries, Islamic art has blossomed into a multitude of styles, 
spanning various regions and materials. Yet, despite this diversity, there's a unifying 
thread that runs through them all. It's almost like a beautiful paradox – Islamic art manages 
to be both unique and unified at the same time. This underlying harmony is key. 
The Two Pillars of Islamic Design 
The visual language of Islamic design rests on two main pillars: 

1. Calligraphy: The artistic writing of Arabic script considered one of the most 
beautiful writing systems in the world. 

2. Abstract Ornamentation: A captivating visual language that uses a variety of 
elements to create stunning patterns from lines to sophisticated arabesques. 

We will delve deeper into one aspect of this abstract ornamentation: Islamic geometric 
patterns. 
The Magic of Geometric Patterns 
Imagine a world where simple shapes like circles and squares come together to create 
breathtakingly complex designs. That's the magic of Islamic geometric patterns! These 
patterns are built on the principles of harmony and symmetry. Basic shapes are subdivided 
and interlaced to create intricate designs that seem to go on forever, hinting at the concept 
of infinity and a central divine presence. 
A Practical Approach: We offer a unique approach to understanding these patterns. We 
won't be diving into complex mathematical formulas, but rather, we'll follow in the footsteps 
of traditional craftsmen. Imagine a skilled craftsperson using just a compass and ruler (or 
even a simple rope for larger designs!) to create these intricate masterpieces. 
By learning the basic techniques with just a compass and ruler, you'll gain a deeper 
appreciation for the immense skill and ingenuity of these artisans. It's a hands-on 
exploration that will give you a glimpse into the world of Islamic geometric patterns and 
the artistry behind them. 
How Important is Balance? 
In Islamic geometric art, a pattern made entirely of straight lines is incomplete. It needs an 
extra element to distinguish the different shapes and create visual interest. This is why 
designers traditionally dedicate a great deal of attention to decoration in geometric 



compositions. By applying vegetal motifs like flowers and leaves, or incorporating colors, 
we can truly bring out the symmetry and richness of a line pattern. 
 
The Art of Transformation: Beyond Lines 
The geometric patterns are just the first steps. We are designed to empower you to take 
the next step: transforming line drawings into elaborate geometric compositions. This 
introductory lesson is just the beginning of your journey into the captivating world of Islamic 
geometric patterns. Get ready to tap into your creativity and calculating the secrets these 
patterns hold! 
 
The Power of Repetition: Building Islamic Geometric Patterns 
Most Islamic geometric patterns are built upon a recurring motif based on a square or 
hexagon. The entire surface of a dome or wall is transformed into a grid. This grid serves 
as a canvas where a single motif is repeated consistently, creating a visually intricate and 
decorative composition. These upcoming classes, all based on squares or hexagons, 
follow this same principle. 
Often, the complete pattern only becomes clear once the individual motif has been 
repeated throughout the grid. Interestingly, shapes can transform at the edges. For 
example, a jagged element at the edge of a motif might turn into stars when individual 
motifs are placed side-by-side. 
 
To construct the patterns yourself, you'll need some basic tools: 

• Paper 
• Adjustable compass 
• Ruler 
• Pencil 
• Pen, coloured pencils, Posca markers (optional) 

 
Enjoy Drawing ! 


